
We discussed our motives and our heart – now let's talk about the how. how do we share the 
gospel? What sort of information do we need to know? What is our best approach? How do we 
deal with the questions that people will inevitably ask? What does the Jesus conversation look 
like? 
 
True confession - I like to know things. I like to sit in front of the TV and shout out the answers 
to Jeopardy. I love playing trivial pursuit. I like college classes, research, and history. I dig just 
about anything that is new knowledge to me. I like to surprise people as well. Sitting around a 
table with friends, I like to expound on a topic with surprising facts that seemingly come out of 
nowhere. Although I do enjoy knowledge for its own sake, my penchant for know-it-allness is 
mostly a thing of ego. So, when I share the gospel with someone I must remind myself over and 
over that people do not usually respond to knowledge, no matter how clever I am. They 
respond to my heart instead.  
 
And as in all things Jesus is our example. In John 4 Jesus was in Judea and decided to head back 
to Galilee.  This took him through Samaria where he stopped in Sychar at Jacob's well to rest His 
feet. There was a lot of walking in the ancient world and Dr. Scholes wasn't born yet - so you 
can bet Jesus was tired, hungry, and thirsty. The disciples went to get food and left Jesus by the 
well. As he rested there He asked a local - a woman of Samaria - to get him a drink of water. 
From this innocent interaction came a lengthy dialogue.  
 
First, the woman asks a status question. "You are a Jew - how is it you ask a Samaritan for a 
drink?"  Samaritans were despised by Jews. They were a sect derived from Judaism who 
believed in the Torah but believed that the proper place of worship was not Jerusalem but a 
mountain in Samaria near Nablus. This was blasphemous to Jews whose life centered on 
Jerusalem and the temple. They considered Samaritans corrupted Jews who had intermarried. 
Given that there were far more Jews than Samaritans, Jews viewed Samaritans with contempt 
when they noticed them at all, while Samaritans looked with envy on the Jews and their 
temple. So, this question was not out of left field. The woman was probably sarcastically saying, 
"How can you, a fancy-pants Jew, deign to stoop low enough to ask me, a lowly Samaritan for a 
drink?"  
 
Jesus responds by upping the ante. "If you knew who I was you would ask for 'living water'". 
The woman banters with Him about where He's going to get the water, and Jesus tells her that 
living water will mean she never has to thirst again. Jesus has her interest. Living water sounds 
cool after all, even if it is some sort of metaphor. So, she asks Jesus, "Give me this living water 
so I won't have to slog back and forth carrying water every day!" 
 
That's when Jesus drops His bombshell. "Go get your husband," He says. This is the point in the 
conversation where transformation becomes possible. Jesus is tapping on the woman's heart. 
He seems to say, "Hey, you know, and I know, there is more to this conversation than water." 
He turns from idle banter to real life. "Go get your husband," He says, knowing it will strip away 
the chit-chat and expose the heart of the matter.  
 



The woman responds defensively that she has no husband. Jesus lays out her life - "You have 
had 5 husbands and the man you live with now is not your husband." Wow. Jesus shows the 
woman, you can't hide, you can't lie, you can't run away from this. You can't trust me on false 
pretenses. He is keeping the conversation focused on the heart.  
 
It's what comes next that is so interesting. In a final gambit the woman flees from naked truth 
into theology. She tries to regain control of the conversation by buttering him up and asking a 
religious question. "I can see you are a prophet," she says, "we have always worshiped on this 
mountain, but Jews say we should worship in Jerusalem." It's a desperate ploy. He's a prophet, 
so maybe he'll fall for this deep discussion. We can sit and argue about where to worship and 
forget all my painful heart issues.  
 
Jesus doesn't take the bait. He responds, "Meh, that really doesn't matter, because soon all 
worship will be of the heart - in spirit and truth - because that's what God is seeking."  Think 
about that moment. Think of all the things Jesus could have said? Jesus knew the Torah and the 
prophets. Indeed in a real way, he was the Torah - the Word in the flesh (John 1:1). He could 
quote to this Samaritan woman chapter and verse about why Jerusalem was the Holy City of 
God and the ordained location of the temple. He could call down Elijah and Moses to witness 
this truth to her if He wished. He could convince her of His position beyond a shadow of a 
doubt. Jesus, the author of law, could answer this question to this woman's complete 
satisfaction, yet He chooses to ignore it. "Let's not talk about mountains. I’m simply more 
interested in your heart," He seems to say.  
 
In my own journey of sharing the gospel, I have not often had this wisdom. When people want 
to embroil me in questions about the role of the church, the timing of the tribulation, or the 
tension between God's sovereignty and our own free will, I have been happy to oblige. I've 
spent many happy, yet fruitless hours waxing eloquent on the 7 seals of Revelation for the 
benefit of some curious soul. I cannot think of a single instance when my finely honed 
theological instincts has led someone to Christ. But listening to someone’s story and responding 
with my own story – the story of a broken guy called back to Christ over and over until it finally 
stuck and he learned to follow the risen Jesus – that has yielded fruit. In the last few years, I 
have learned to say, "Let's not talk about the apocalypse or the role of angels just yet. Tell me 
what's going on in your life?"   
 
Answering theological questions doesn't do what we think it should do. We should know better. 
The problem of the heart is sin and unrighteousness. People need Jesus to restore their right 
relationship with God. This requires that they put their faith in Him. I'm a huge fan of education 
but you cannot educate someone into a decision for Christ. This is why a new Christian, on fire 
and full of faith, is often as effective or even more effective than the learned Christian fresh 
from a conference on “The Gospel in the Modern World.” The new Christian has the temerity of 
the blind man in John 9 whom Jesus had healed. His testimony was "I was blind, now I see!" 
 
If you manage to satisfy all of someone's questions and "prove" to their satisfaction that God is 
real and Jesus is available to them you may rob them of the joy of decision. If they finally give in 



and say, "Well, I guess you've answered all my questions so I'm ready to pray," you will bring 
them to Christ with the weakest possible faith.  
 
We do not "prove" God to ourselves. Our faith is not a set of beliefs crafted on top of a logical 
framework. These things exist and they are important - but they do not often bring people to 
Christ. Jesus is a person we must decide to trust. We put our faith in God. If there is nothing at 
stake - if the decision is merely the logical conclusion of an ordered mind - then what sort of 
faith is that? 
 
John put it so beautifully in 1 John 4:14-16 
 

14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and 
they in God.  16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

 
We relish all the many times our faithful God "proves" Himself to us - but we know and rely on 
the love God has for us.  
 
So, when you sit down finally with someone who is seeking. Don't get drawn into deep 
theological discussions (unless the Holy Spirit clearly leads you). Instead, speak from the heart 
and speak to the heart. Listen to their story and tell your own. Let the love of God be your 
guide.  
 


