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Joy in a Broken World

Hi everyone. This is Pastor Dave and I want to wish 
you a Merry Christmas. Today I want to share with you 
some thoughts for Advent concerning joy – joy in a 
broken world.

“And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid.  Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to 
all people.’” (Luke 2:9-10)

It is easy to read Luke’s account of our Lord’s birth and 
to envision a lovely “pastoral” crèche scene with Mary 
and Joseph, the Christ child, shepherds, the three wise 
men from the East, camels, sheep, a cow or two, and, of 
course, a donkey. The focus of those manger scenes is 
usually the gifts that the Magi have brought for Jesus…
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  The wise men are bowing 
in adoration, the shepherds are watching respectfully, 
and, somewhere above, an angel is hovering.  It is a nice 
touch, at Christmastime, to place the crèche on the 
mantle, or on a side table. There it can remind everyone 
of our Savior’s humble birth, and the “reason for the 
season”. Even as we enjoy it, remembering the Christmas 
Story, we rarely consider the “real life” circumstances into 
which Jesus was born, or the more profound implications 
of the angel’s message to those shepherds who were 
“abiding in the fields”. 



In First Century Palestine, life was brutal! The Jews 
were a conquered, subjugated people. Their Roman 
“overlords” were unsympathetic, cruel, and generally 
disgusted to have been assigned to dusty, dirty, 
remote Palestine, in the first place!  The local Jewish 
authorities…both civil and religious…were typically 
corrupt, often as uncaring and self-serving as were their 
Roman “masters”.  Poverty, disease and hopelessness 
were rampant. How strange (and improbable) the 
angel’s message of “great joy to all people” would have 
seemed to those bewildered shepherds.  How strange 
(and improbable) that same message often sounds to 
us…two thousand years later!

The planet Earth of 2022 is, in many ways, a much 
different world than that of Mary and Joseph.  The 
world’s economy is measured in the hundreds of 
trillions of dollars.  Advances in science and technology 
have made instant information and communication 
available to most of the planet’s population.  Countless 
diseases have been eradicated through advances in 
medical research and practices. Travel, globally, while 
almost impossible one hundred years ago, is a reality 
today.  So many changes, and, yet, so many similarities 
still exist between our “modern” world and that of First 
Century Palestine.  Greed and avarice still motivate 
individuals and nations, instead of love and humility.  
Despite all of our scientific and technological advances, 
we are still at the mercy of the forces of nature. Whether 
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pandemics, droughts, or storms, it would seem that the 
Apostle Paul’s words, in Romans, are coming to pass…
“For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with 
birth pangs together until now.” (Romans 8:22)

More people are experiencing depression and anxiety 
than in any other time in history. Suicide rates and fatal 
drug overdoses are at all-time highs.  Into this melee of 
darkness, fear and hopelessness, the angel’s message 
of joy and hope still resounds!  You see, his message 
was about the coming of the One who is Joy, Peace and 
Hope…our Savior Jesus Christ!

The Lord told His disciples, shortly before His arrest 
and crucifixion, “These things I have spoken to you, that 
in Me you may have peace.  In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer (have joy!), I have overcome 
the world.” (John 16:33) Here is the “key”…the wondrous 
secret…to abiding in the peace and joy of God, despite 
all of the unsettling circumstances surrounding us; keep 
you mind and your heart focused on Him! Nehemiah 
hit the nail on the head… “Do not sorrow, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10b)

How is it possible to live…and rest…in the joy of the 
Lord? How is it possible to appropriate God’s joy in 
the midst of our trying circumstances? Do what the 
Apostle Paul prescribes in Philippians 4:4-9, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always.  Again I will say, Rejoice!  Let your 
gentleness be known to all men.  The Lord is at hand. 
(Remember, Jesus said He would never leave us or forsake 
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us!) Be anxious for nothing, but in everything (that is, 
every single circumstance) by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God (tell 
the Lord what you’re facing…be honest with Him!); and 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding (it’s 
miraculous, wonderful, abiding heavenly peace), will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  

I have often felt like I might be overwhelmed by fear 
and anxiety. In those moments, I have repented, 
confessing my fears, and asking God to forgive me 
for not trusting His goodness, faithfulness, and His 
promises (I John 1:9). When I have done that, He has 
“settled” my mind and heart, and has filled me, again, 
with His joy and peace. It’s then that the message of 
that Christmas angel rings in my soul, and, like the 
shepherds of old, I “hurry”, again, to behold His glory!

Father, I thank you that you’ve given us your son Jesus. 
He came into this world that we might have hope, that 
we might have grace, that we might have peace, and that 
we might have joy. Lord would you help us and remind 
us Lord, to keep our eyes focused on you. And Lord, look 
to you, not to the circumstances that we face for our peace 
and our joy. Dear ones, the Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you. The Lord lift up the 
light of His countenance upon you and give you His peace, 
AND His joy. Amen.

4


