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Share the Joyful News

Hello Lifegate! Welcome to our eighth and final Advent 
Devotion of the Christmas season. My name is Candace 
and I am thrilled to get to spend these few minutes with 
you today. Over the last four weeks, we’ve heard some 
great stories and reminders of the joy God brings to our 
lives, not only in the good times, but also in times of trials 
and challenges. Today, we’re going to wrap up by talking 
about sharing the good news! 

I don’t know about each of you, but I’m about 10 years in 
with my walk with the Lord, so the beginning of my walk 
is still relatively fresh in my mind. I remember when I 
first gave my life to Christ, I would hear stories about how, 
as a follower of Jesus, I should share “the good news,” and 
I remember being a little terrified. Okay, a lot terrified. 
How was I supposed to do this? What was I supposed 
to say? I am not a theologian, I’m not well versed in 
scripture, I am so underqualified to share anything about 
Him to anyone. But, the more I have learned about God 
and His goodness, all those doubts and questions have 
disappeared. Through coming to know who He is, all He 
has done for me and how much He loves me, how can I 
NOT share this good news with others.

This weekend we will be celebrating Christmas. Ah, the 
day of opening gifts with those we love, likely eating a 
delicious home cooked meal, maybe sipping on some hot 
chocolate and watching a Christmas movie, or for those 



sports fanatics, watching a football game. While these are 
all enjoyable and fun things to do, we must not forget the 
importance of December 25th, the birth of Jesus Christ. 
For me, His birth fills my heart with such joy, so much 
so that it almost feels like it is going to burst. Matthew 
1:23 says, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a 
son, and they shall call him Emmanuel (which is translated to 
God with us).” God with us. Not God above us, not beside 
us, but with us. With us in every breath, with us in every 
season we face, with us no matter what. We can’t be 
separated from Him, through His spirit, He is in each and 
every one of us. 

2 Timothy says, “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, 
who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the 
Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.” 
It was important for Timothy to preach the Gospel so 
that the Christian faith could be spread throughout the 
world. We believe in Christ today because people like 
Timothy were faithful to their mission. It is still vitally 
important for believers to spread the Gospel. It might be 
inconvenient to tell others about His love, but preaching 
the Word of God is the important responsibility the 
church and its members have been given. We need to be 
prepared for, courageous in, and sensitive to God-given 
opportunities to tell the good news. 

I mentioned earlier how I used to be terrified to share 
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the good news, however after coming to know more 
about God, it is easier for me to share the good news with 
others. Trust me, I am not standing on the street corners 
preaching the Gospel, but I am actively listening for and 
looking for opportunities where God has so graciously 
opened the door for me to share my testimony and how 
His gift of salvation changed my life. Are you actively 
listening and looking for opportunities to share with 
others what God has done in you and through you? Are 
you stepping into these moments to share the good news 
when God opens those doors? Be mindful in a current 
world where there is very little hope that the interaction 
you have with others and the example you set of Christ 
could be what draws someone to Jesus. And that is the 
greatest gift you could ever give.  

Well Lifegate family, it has been such a joy to spend this 
time with you. Before we say goodbye, I’d like to close us 
in prayer:

Father, thank you for loving us so well, for sending your 
one and only son to save us. What a love that is. I pray 
your love for us compels each of us to love those around 
us. That our gratitude for the gift of Jesus is so great we 
feel compelled to share the good news not just during this 
season, but that it is a continuous flow of our hearts all 
year long. It is in your name we pray, Amen. 

Thank you for joining us in this Advent season! We wish 
you and your family a very Merry Christmas.
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