
Transformative Kingdom 
Session #8 – Beatitude Chronicles 

 
Text: Matthew 5:17-20 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but 
to fulfill them. . . whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  
 

What is the Christian’s relationship to the Law? This is a troubling question and one we 
don’t ask often. Is it true that “Christians aren’t perfect, they are just forgiven”? Sometimes we 
live like it frees us from any obligation to the Law – or in modern day terms “being good”. On 
the other side of the equation there is this tendency to drift into a works-based religion. 
Christianity becomes a new set of rules and feels lifeless and hopeless. Jesus doesn’t skirt this 
question, but actually leans into it.  
 In the last couple weeks, we have answered the question that being light is about 
interacting differently with the world around us so that our good deeds shine like a city on a 
hill. These good deeds don’t make us good but draw attention to God (not us). However, the 
good deeds that seem to have the greatest impact on us being good (or being like God) are the 
ones we do in private that actually make us the real deal. When you combine the private and 
the public good deeds, they are the foundation for Jesus’ is referring to as “the Law”.  
 In the podcast I used an illustration that reflects the Christians relationship to the Law 
(or the doing of good deeds). I think it can be best symbolized with the illustration of sailing. In 
the life of the Christian you have two things in operation – wind and rudder. The rudder guides 
the boat, but it doesn’t power the boat to move. In contrast, the wind powers the boat to move 
forward, but doesn’t necessarily guide it where it should go. In the same way Jesus’ teaching on 
the Law doesn’t make us better or acceptable Christians because we do it, but it serves as a 
guide to confirm that we are becoming more like Jesus in thought and action. The wind is the 
Spirit’s interaction in our life actually moving us forward with the opportunities to become 
more like Jesus.  
 Jesus ends the Sermon on the mount with three ways that you can know if you (and 
others) are in or out of the Kingdom of Heaven. First, you will be able to tell by their fruit (7:16). 
What is being produced in your life? Second, are you doing God’s will or are you doing your will 
(7:21)? When we say His Will this means following what Jesus set forth as the Law in Matthew 
5-7. Finally, are you listening to what Jesus is saying in the sermon on the Mount and actually 
putting it into practice (7:24)? We are good as a society in thinking that hear a good idea or 
thought is equal to actually putting it into practice, but if it doesn’t change how we live and 
interact with others it is like a foolish man building his house on a foundation of sand.  
 
Questions: 

1. Are you a person that like to think about things or do things and think about them later? 
How can you move to listening and practicing? 

2. What is the fruit you see in the people around you (in this group) and yourself that is a 
result of being a person of the Kingdom of God? 

3. Challenge: Read the rest of the Sermon on the Mount and ask God what it looks like for 
you to live this out in your life? 


