
A Man of God 
Is filled and led by the Spirit 

 
 

Key Verses: 
“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” - Luke 11:13 
 
“Repent and be baptized, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” - Acts 2:38 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.” - Galatians 5:22-23 
 
“So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit was contrary to the flesh.” - Galatians 
5:16-17 
 
Acts 6-7 - Read both chapters to see what a man who was filled and led by the Spirit looks like. 
 
Key Terms: 
Filled:  become an overwhelming presence in. 
Led:  to go with someone by moving forward, 
 

Introduction 
 

As men of God, our greatest desire and need is to be filled with the Spirit.  As we are filled with 
the Spirit, we must be willing to be willing to be led by him.  To be filled with the Spirit is a gift we 
must ask for not just once, but continually.  Daily, we must be willing to submit to his leading in 
our lives.  
 
Teaching Outline: 
 
The Gift of the Spirit: 
The Holy Spirit is a gift that comes from a good and loving Father.  It is a gift that comes to us by 
simply asking our Heavenly Father for it (Luke 11:13) and having faith in his Son, Jesus (Acts 
2:38). 
 
The fruit of the Spirit: 
A life defined by love. 
 
 
 
Acts 6 & 7 - Stephen:  A Case Study of Living by the Spirit 



Widows are being overlooked in the distribution of food, the 12 apostles couldn’t neglect the 
ministry of the word of God, so seven men who were known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom 
were chosen for the responsibility of making sure the widows got their food. 
“Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” was one of the seven.  Being full of the Holy 
Spirit was the secret to Stephen's life and ministry, and this is God’s plan and provision for us as 
men of God. 
 
What does a man full of the Holy Spirit look like? 

● A Spirit filled man is available to Jesus for whatever He appoints them to. 
○ Stephen was one of the seven chosen not for preaching, teaching, or any other 

prominent task, but for the task of serving “waiting on tables” and administering 
the distribution of food for widows.  

○ The seven men were available, ready, and willing and the first mentioned of 
these men was Stephen. 

○ A Spirit filled man will be available, ready, and willing to do whatever is needed 
and required by the LORD.  Are you available for whatever He wants? 

 
● A Spirit filled man is a conduit for God’s Power 

○ Acts 6:8 tells us that Stephen’s supernatural working is of the Holy 
Spirit…”Stephen...performed great wonders and signs among the people.”  The 
Holy Spirit was working through Stephen, these were not signs and wonders 
performed by Stephen on his own accord, but the Spirit working through him. 
Stephen was just the conduit and this is true for all of us as men of God. 

○ God may not perform miracles through us in the same way he did with Stephen, 
but we will be evidence of His power through our transformed lives. 

○ When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, God will touch other lives through our 
words and actions. 

● A Spirit filled man reacts with grace under persecution 
○ In Acts 6:9-14 we read about the opposition to Stephen.  Others are arguing with 

Stephen, telling lies about Stephen, and people are being stirred up against 
Stephen as false witnesses came forward against Stephen. 

○ We read about Stephen’s response to all of this in Acts 6:15 - If he did become 
angry in those moments, it was not shown on his face or in his demeanor.  Under 
this tremendous persecution and lies, we are told that “the people looked intently 
at Stephen, and saw that his face was like the face of an angel”.  (cf Acts 4:33) 

○ Does what happened to Stephen sound like things that happened to another man 
we read about in the Bible?  JESUS! 

○ Being led by the Spirit is not always going to be easy.  Look at Jesus being led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness. 

● A Spirit filled man is wise in Scripture 
○ In Acts 7 we read about Stephen’s defense to the lies and it is filled with 

Scripture. 
○ Stephen knew scripture and quoted it, he believed in scripture, he preached 

scripture, he presented Christ, and He applied scripture to his hearers. 



○ A Spirit filled man knows, loves, teaches, and presents Jesus as well as applies 
scripture to his own life. 

● A Spirit filled man is sustained in his hour of adversity 
○ Acts 7:54, 57-59 
○ Stephen kept his peace and dignity, he rode out the storm of this trial in his life 

victoriously (vv. 55-56). 
○ Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit, and being full of the Holy Spirit he looked up 

and saw the glorious vision, Jesus standing at the right of God. This is how we 
know victory in our hours of adversity, testing, persecution, and suffering. 

○ A man of God endures because “he sees him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27) 
● A Spirit filled man is like Jesus 

○ Acts 7:59-60 tells us that when Stephen was being stoned to death, he prayed a 
two fold prayer, just like that of Jesus when he was dying on the cross (Luke 
23:34, 46).  Receive my spirit and forgive them. 

○ A man filled with the Spirit will be like Jesus. 
● A Spirit filled man will be mourned when he dies 

○ Acs 8:2 tells us what a great loss that Stephen was to the people. 
 
Table Time: 
 

1. What does a man who is filled with the Spirit look like? 
2. Have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s activity in your life, even if you 

didn’t know at the time that it was him? 
3. Would you like to experience more of God through the Holy Spirit? Why or 

why not? 
4. Are you ready to ask for Father for the gift of the Holy Spirit?  If yes, let your leader 

know. 
5. How can these men pray for you. 

 
 


