
A Man of God... 
Is a servant 

 
“Everybody can be great...because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college 
degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a 
heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.” - Martin Luther King Jr. 

Key Terms: 
Pride:  haughty, conceited, to feel superior, arrogant, value of oneself, insensitive to the needs 
of others, rude treatment of others 
Humility:  a modest view of your own importance, an act of submission to God, “fear of the 
Lord” (Pro. 22:4) 
 
Key Verses: 
“A man's pride will bring him low, but the humble in spirit will retain honor.” - Proverbs 29:23 
 
“Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant...For even the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve others..” (Matt. 20:26, 28 NLT) 
 
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:35 
 
“Instead he emptied himself of his outward glory by reducing himself to the form of a lowly 
servant.” (Phil. 2:7 TPT) 
 

Teaching Outline 
 

Introduction:  
We live in a me first world, we hoard, we demand, we rush to the front, we impose our will, we 
fight to survive, and we force others to care about our needs.  Jesus showed us that the 
kingdom of God is quite different from the “me first” world we live in.  It has an upside down way 
to it...to gain you must give, to be first you must be last, to be strong you must be weak, to live 
you must die, and to be great you must serve.  
 
As followers of Jesus, we are called to stand out and look different than the world.  Our call is a 
call to love; to want what is best of others as God desires what is best for them.  This love 
requires us to look at others through a different lens; a lens that helps us see that their needs 
are as real and important as ours.  As we see their needs, we step up and we step out to serve. 
We don’t do it out of obligation or to score spiritual points, we do it out of love.  And when we 
make serving a normal part of our lives, we will see that it’s not a hobby or an extracurricular 
activity, and that it is more than doing a service project.  Serving others is a practice that we as 
men of God are called to do. 
 
 
 
 



Teaching: 
● The Barrier of Pride: 

Pride is the choice to exclude God and others from their rightful place in our heart.  It 
wrecks our capacity to love and leads us to exclude rather than embrace.  Pride places 
our focus on our image rather than seeing that all are created in the image of God. 
Pride causes us to defend ourselves and our actions rather than welcome coaching or 
training.  Pride blinds us to what is true and causes us to deny the truth in front of us. 
Pride leads us to blaming others for what is going wrong in our lives.  Pride forces us to 
compare ourselves with others.  Pride moves us to judge rather than serve! 
 

● The Heart of Humility: 
C.S. Lewis said, “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” 
Boxing promoter Don King said, “I never cease to amaze myself.  And I say that 
humbly.” 
Of these two men, who understands humility? 
 
In place of pride, our pursuit of Christlikeness must be a pursuit of humility.  Humility is 
not about convincing others or ourselves that we are unattractive or unworthy or 
ineffective.  Humility  is not about beating ourselves up or trying to make ourselves 
nothing.  Rather humility is being present when we are with others and not being 
preoccupied with ourselves.  Humility is the freedom to stop trying to be something we’re 
not.  Humility involves a dose of self-forgetfulness and being willing to submit ourselves 
to the imitation of our Servant King, Jesus.  
 
Jesus’ greatness is seen in the lowliness he was willing to experience in order to serve  
the most basic needs of His 12 friends.  This is who and what we are called to imitate.  
Our pursuit of Christlikeness will be a pursuit of humility and may even lead us to  
washing the feet of others.  (John 13). 

 
As men of God, we are called to imitate Jesus by serving others.  Just like becoming like Jesus 
is not a passive activity we do; neither is serving.  Serving others doesn’t just happen naturally. 
You have to look for opportunities.  Daily you will be presented with opportunities to serve a 
co-worker, a stranger, your family, a neighbor, etc.  In serving others, you have to be willing to 
be interrupted and being willing to be available.  
 
Serving also means that you know when you can be available...physically, mentally, and 
emotionally.  Serving means using the gifts we have been giving and finding that area you can 
do it well.  Serving should be life giving to you and life giving to the person you’re serving. 
 
Today, ask God for a servant’s heart and eyes so you become aware of the needs of those 
around you. 
Table Time: 

1. Who in your life is motivated to serve others?  What do you think motivates that person? 
2. What keeps you from serving others and imitating Jesus in this area of your life? 



3. In what ways are you serving others?  What is one thing that you can do this week to 
serve? 


