
Words from the Cross
It is finished

Key Verses:
“Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that scripture would be
fulfilled...Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’” - John 19:28; 30

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!’” - John 1:29

“My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” John 4:34

“For the works that the father has given men to finish - the very works that I am doing - testify
that the father has sent me.” - John 5:36

“I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you have me to do.” - John 17:4

Key Words:
Finish: to bring something to an end or to a completion. To fulfill a given task.
Take away: to remove something.
Harvest: to gather
Works: an activity to achieve a purpose or a result.

Introduction

Jesus’ life was a life of purpose.  He knew why he was born, what he was living for, and why he
had to die.  We see the culmination of his life as he hangs on the cross.  Stop for a moment and
imagine yourself there at that moment in history. The sky is dark.  The two criminals crucified
with him are moaning.  Can you hear those who loved him weeping?  Are those who were
mocking him still doing so.  Maybe in these final moments there is silence.  Then out of the
corner of your eye, you see Jesus push his feet down on the Roman nail, you see him take in a
deep breath, and you hear him cry out, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

Hearing this cry of fulfillment from Jesus causes us to pause and ask the question, “What was
finished?”

Teaching Outline:
What was finished?

1. Jesus becomes that sacrificial lamb so others can be spared:

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” - John 1:29
➢ cf. Exodus 11 and 12 - The Plague of the First Born and The Passover
➢ The Lamb of God is slain so that we may be spared from death.



○ “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” - Romans 6:23

2. Creating a moment of harvest to those with repentant hearts can enter God’s
Kingdom:

“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.  Don’t you have a
saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest?’  I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields!  They are ripe for harvest” - John 4:34-35
➢ Jesus is creating a moment so that the outcast, like the Samaritans and gentiles,

who have a soft and repentant heart can be brought into the harvest.

3. To bring healing and hope:

“For the works that the father has given men to finish - the very works that I am doing -
testify that the father has sent me.” - John 5:36
➢ Read John 5 - The healing of invalid on the Sabbath
➢ The finishing work of Jesus will bring healing, restoration, and hope

4. Give eternal life:

“I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you have me to do.” - John 17:4
➢ The finished work of Jesus is giving eternal life to those who know the one true

God and be fully known by our Creator.

On the cross, Jesus knew that his work was completed; dying in place of us and others so that
can be spared by removing the barrier of our sin that separates us from God.  And, what Jesus
has finished on the cross never has to be completed again. It is finished!

Table Time:

1. What is something that you have started, but haven’t finished?

2. In your thoughts, what did Jesus finish on the cross? Do you agree or disagree with the
four points of “It is Finished” above.  Why are why not?  Is there one that resonates most
with you?

3. Are you living your life in a way that the work of the cross is finished?


