
Jonah’s Anger at the Lord’s Compassion
Jonah 4:1-11

Key Verses:
“But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry.  He prayed to the Lord,
‘Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home?  That is what I tried to forestall by
fleeing to Tarshish.  I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to
anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.  Now, Lord,
take away my life, for it is better for me to die than live.’” – Jonah 4:1-31

Key Terms:
Compassionate: showing mercy and love
Mercy – not getting what we deserve
Grace = getting what we don’t deserve

Introduction

Jonah blatantly rejected and repudiated the goodness of God to the Ninivites.  Even
though he himself experienced God’s character—goodness, mercy, and compassion,
Jonah didn’t want those attributes extended to those whom he considered his (Israel’s)
enemy.  Jonah’s misplaced devotion to Israel makes him double-minded…Chp. 1
disobedience;  Chp. 2 thanksgiving; Chp. 3 obedience; Chp. 4 displeasure. Jonah,
God’s messenger, ends up with no heart change, while an entire pagan city—believed
to be anywhere from 120,000 to 600,000 in population—repents.

Teaching Outline

Jonah’s Anger at the Lord’s Compassion
4:1-3 – Jonah is basically scolding the Lord. The hypocrisy in this is that earlier in the
story, God shows Jonah forgiveness and mercy at his blatant rebellion and
disobedience.

· We tend to condemn in others what we condone in ourselves
· We can’t receive God’s grace and mercy and then withhold it from others who
need it like us.
· “But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting
to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of



the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful,
just as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:35-36)
· The description of God—“God is gracious, and compassionate, slow to anger,
and abounding in love…”is found throughout scripture (Joel 2:13; Neh. 9:17; Psa.
103:8; 145:8).
· Jonah is doubleminded in that even though he received grace, he wanted
justice and judgment exacted on Nineveh.
· “For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord, he is
a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James
1:7-8)

God’s questions to Jonah
4:4 – “Is it right for you to be angry?”
4:9 – “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”

· When God (any person of the Trinity) asks you a question, it isn’t because He
doesn’t know the answer!
· Note: Jesus asks 307 questions in the NT: He is asked 183 questions of which
he only answers 3.

Jonah’s actions
4:4-5 - Though Jonah knew that God is slow to anger (v. 2) he still wanted the Lord to
execute His wrath swiftly.

· Jonah was so distraught that he didn’t reply to God, sulked off, built a crude
shelter, possibly positioning himself to see what would happen to Nineveh,
hoping that God would change His mind and wipe out the city.

The explanation of the Lord
4:6-11 – God, being slow to anger again attempts to reason with Jonah

· God erected an object of Jonah’s affection (the shelter…creature comfort) and
contrasted it with the object of His own concern (the message…the souls of
people).
· God rebuked Jonah, not through a storm this time, but by exposing the
selfishness  of his likes and dislikes.
· God uses the weather, a plant and a worm to reveal Jonah’s heart or
character.

Discussion Questions
1. Have you ever had a prejudice, opinion, attitude, or judgment towards
someone (person or group) that has kept you from obeying God?



2. Why do you think that it’s a challenge to extend people grace and mercy to
those you don’t think deserve it?  What’s the flaw in that type of thinking?
3. Our obedience to the Lord is a choice.  What is the Lord currently asking you
to do?  How’s that going?


