
Words from the Cross…
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”

Key Verses:

“For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” - Luke 19:10

“Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom.” - Luke 23:42

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” - Luke 23:43

Introduction:
Two thieves crucified by the Romans hung on the cross next to Jesus, one on either side.  They
were dying terrible deaths, and yet one of them joined the crowd in mocking the man dying
between them.  But as Jesus prayed for the people who crucified him and were mocking him,
one of the thieves listened to Jesus’ prayer and was amazed.  He was able to see that Jesus
was no ordinary criminal and no ordinary man.  He turned to Jesus and said, “Remember me
when you come into your kingdom”; and Jesus responded with amazing words, “Today you will
be with me in Paradise.”  On the cross, Jesus was still seeking to save the lost.

Teaching Outline:

Two People, Two Responses:

Jesus was crucified between two criminals.  Both men witnessed the same thing, both men
heard the same thing, both men heaped insults on Jesus, but each man made a different
choice.

One criminal chose to stay lost in his sin and find validation by joining the crowd that was
mocking Jesus.  But something different was happening in the heart of the other criminal.
Instead of hurling insults at Jesus, he rebuked the other criminal and said, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong (Luke 23:40-41).  Then from a new found
understanding of who Jesus is, he spoke boldly and said, “Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom (Luke 23:42).

“Remember me” is a powerful statement.  In the Old Testament when God remembered people,
He delivered them.  God remembered Noah (Gen. 8:1) and delivered him from the flood.  God
remembered Abraham (Gen. 19:29) and spared his nephew, Lot.  God remembered Rachel
(Gen. 30:22) and she was able to have a child.  God remembered his covenant (Exodus 2:24)
with Abraham would deliver His people out of slavery in Egypt.



When the criminal said, “remember me”, he was saying deliver me from the place I am destined
to and let me come to your kingdom?  You can’t miss this.  This man didn’t know theology, he
didn’t know scripture.  He didn’t recite a prayer. He was a criminal who deserved death, but in
the time he spent with Jesus, he caught a glimpse of who Jesus was and what Jesus’ kingdom
might be like, and he asked to become part of it; and that was enough.  Jesus said yes!  “Today,
you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Two people.  Two responses.  The question that you need to ask yourself is, “Which person am
I?”

The peace of Jesus’ words:
Jesus didn’t say that you will be with me at sometime in the future.  He said, “Today you will be
with me in paradise.”  Today means today and not sometime yet to be determined.  Jesus’ use
of the word today is reassuring and comforting.  Something greater was going to happen, not
just when and where the criminal would be, but who he would be with.

The promise of Jesus’ words:
As Jesus was dying on the cross, he was still seeking and saving the lost (Luke 19:10).  When
Jesus said, “You will be with me”  to the thief on the cross, he was showing mercy and love and
salvation.  There was no doctrinal quiz; just a man reaching toward Jesus and that was enough
… “you will be with me.” - Jesus

The place where the criminal was going to be with Jesus is “paradise”.  The word used for
“paradise” is a word that was used in ancient times to refer to a king's garden.  It was a place of
great beauty and when a person was honored in ancient Persia, they were given the privilege of
enjoying the king's garden.

This criminal, who deserved death, was now being told that he would be in a place of honor with
Jesus and that it was happening today.  “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Table Time:

1. What are your thoughts of the two criminals and the choices they made?
2. Do you think it is fair that the criminal who said “remember me” is able to be with Jesus

in paradise.
3. Where in your life are you calling out to Jesus and saying, remember me”
4. Jesus’ mission was to seek and save the lost.  What is your mission in life?  How are you

living out your mission?



The Value of a Person:


